The Chou Civilisation
sacrificed according to their rank. From this time dates the custom of burying a man according to the rites corresponding to the rank of his ancestors."1
The figures of King Wen, his son King Wu, whose seizure of power was related above, and his brother the Duke of Chou have come down in the traditions' of the Chinese people as patriarchs whose deeds have always been quoted as examples in Confucian morals. In the political dialogues between the philosopher Meng-tzu (Mencius) and several princes of the late Chou period in the fourth century B.C. we find, for example, the following conversation:
King Hsuan of Ts'i questioned Meng-tzu: "It is said that the park of King Wen was seventy Us long. Is that so ? "
Meng-tzu answered: "Tradition has it so."
The King: "Was it in truth so large?"
Meng-tzu: "Yes, and even so it was too small for the people."
The King: "My park is only forty Us long and yet it is too large for rny people. How can this be ? "
Meng-tzu: "The park of King Wen was seventy Us long, but anyone wishing to pick grass in it or gather up dead wood had permission to enter; anyone wishing to shoot a pheasant or a hare also had permission to enter. Thus the king possessed his park in common with his people, so that for the people it was too small. When I arrived at the frontier of your kingdom I made enquiries about the most important official interdictions before I dared enter. Anyone who killed a stag or a deer in this park received the same punishment as a murderer. So it is that the park is like a great man-trap in the midst of your kingdom. Is it not just that the people find it too large?"2
The new kingdom set up by King Wu would soon have crumbled had it not been for the energetic intervention of Duke Tan of Chou, who thus became the second founder of the Chou dynasty. Shortly after he took over the Regency of the Empire on behalf of the heir to the throne Prince Cheng, who
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